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N THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN. 


] ororGE WASHINGTON, of Movnr Veaxon, — - 
a Citizen of the United States, and lately Preſident of the 
fame, DO make, _ and declare this Inſtrument, which 


is written with my on Hand,* and every page thereof | 
fubſcribed with my Name, to be my laſt WILL and TES- 
. TAMENT, reyokirlg all others. —/mprimus. All my | 
25 debts, of which there are but few, and none of magnitude, = | 
#1 are to be punctually and ſpeedily paid, and the Legacis ; 
4 herein after bequeathed, are to be diſcharged as ſoon as cir- : 
4 cumſtances will perpit, and in the manner directed. | : 
1 Item. To my dearly beloved Wife, Martha Waſhington, : 
I give and bequeath the uſe, profit, and benefit of my whole | 
1 Eſtate, real and pans, for the term of her natural life, © . 
7; except ſuch parts thereof as are ſpecially diſpofed of hereaf- , 
 -—ter.—My improved Lot, in the town of Alexandria, fitua- | _ 
4 ted on Pitt and Cameron ſtreets, I give to her and her : 
I heirs forever; as I alſo do my Houſehold and Kitchen : 
2] Furniture, of every fort and kind, with the Liquors and = 
< Groceries which may be on hand at the time of my deceaſe, ; 
7 to be uſed and diſpoſed of as ſhe may think proper. 2 
* Ztem. Upon the deceaſe of my Wife, it is my will and de- | 
WE - fire, that all the Slaves which I hold in my own right ſhall 
| receive their freedom. 'To emancipate them during her 
25 life, would, though earneſtly wiſhed by me, be attended 
1 with ſuch inſuperable difficulties, on account of their inter- = 
8 mixture, by marriages with the dower Negroes, as to excite .- ö 
. the moſt painful ſenſations, if not difagreeable conſequences 
* 4 In the original manuſcript, Go WasuixeTox's name was 
written at the bottom of every page, | | 
72 | 
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from the latter, while both deſcriptions are in the occupancy 
of the fame proprietor ; it not being in my power, under the 
tenure by which the dower Negroes are held, to manumit 
them. And whereas, among thoſe who will receive freedom 
according to this deviſe, there may be ſome, who from old 
age or bodily infirmities, and others, who, on account of 
their infancy, that will be unable to ſupport themſelves, it is 
my will and deſire, that all who come under the firſt and 
ſecond deſcription, ſhall be comfortably cloathed and fed 
by my heirs, while they live; and that ſuch of the latter 
_ deſcription as have no parents living, or if living, are unable 
or unwilling to provide for them, ſhall be bound by the 
court until they ſhall arrive at the age of twenty-five years; 
and in caſes where no record can be produced, whereby 
their ages can be aſcertained, the judgment of the court, 
c its own view of the ſubject, ſhall be adequate and final. 
he Negroes thus bound, are (by their maſters or miſtreſ- 
ſes) to be taught to read and write, and to be brought up to 
fome uſeful occupation, agreeably to the laws of the Com- 
monwealth of Virginia, providing for the ſupport of orphan 
and other poor children.— And I do hereby expreſsly for- 
bid the fale or tranſportation, out of the ſaid Commonwealth, 
of any Slave I may die poſſeſſed of, under any pretence 
whatſoever. And I do moreover, moſt pointedly and moſt 
ſolemnly enjoin it upon my Executors hereafter named, 
or the ſurvivor of them, to ſee that his clauſe reſpecting 
Slaves, and every part thereof, be religiouſly fulfilled at the 
epoch at which it is directed to. take place, without evaſion, 
neglect, or delay, after the crops which may then be on the 
ground are harveſted, particularly as it reſpects the aged and 
infirm ; ſeeing that a regular and permanent fund be eſtab- 
liſned for their ſupport, as long as there are ſubjects requir- 
ing it ; not truſting to the uncertain proviſion to be made by 
individuals: — And to my mulatto man, William, (calling 
himſelf William Lee) I give immediate freedom, or if he 
mould prefer it (on account of the accidents which have 
befallen him, and which have rendered him incapable of 
walking, or of any active employment) to remain in the ſitu- 
ation he now is, it ſhall be optional in him to do ſo; in cither 
caſe, however, I allow him an annuity of T hirty Dollars. 
during his natural life, which ſhall be independent of the 
victuals and cloaths he has been accuſtomed to receive, if he 
Chooſes the laſt alternative ; but in full with his freedom, if 
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| LES ; 
| ke prefers the firſt: and this I give him, as a teſtimony of 
my ſenſe of his attachment to me, and for his faithful ſer- 
| vices during the Revolutionary War. 8 | 
 frem. To the Truſtees (Governors, or by whatſoever : 
other name they may be deſignated} of the Academy, in RED 
the town of Alexandria, I give and bequeath, in truſt, Four 
Thouſand Dollars, or, in other words, twenty of the Shares 
which I hold in the Bank of Alexandria, towards the fup- 
port of a Free School, eitablifhed at, and annexed to, the 
faid Academy, for the purpoſe of. educating ſuch Orphan 
| Children, or the Children of ſuch other poor and indigent 
perſons, as are unable to accomphih it with their own means: 
and who, in the judgment of the 'I'ruftees of the {aid Semi- 
nary are beſt entitled to the benefit of this donation. The 
aforefaid Twenty Shares I give and bequeath in perpetuity z 
the dividends only of which are to be drawn for, and appli- 


9 * 9 ho >, ia 


ed by the faid Truſtees, for the time being, for the vies = 
above mentioned; the Stock to remain entire and untouch- = — 
ed, unleſs indications of failure of the faid Bank ſhould be | | 


4 ſo apparent, or a diſtentinuance thereof, fhould render 2 
= removal of this find neceflary. In either of theſe caſes, 
5 the amount of the Stock here deviſed is to be veſted in ſome 
| other bank, or public inſtitution, whereby the interaſt may 
with regularity and certainty be drawn, and applied as 
above: And, to prevent miſconception, my meaning is, and 
is hereby declared to be, that theſe Twenty Shares are in 


70 lieu of, and not in addition to, the Thouſand Pounds giv- | 
i en by a miſſive letter ſome years ago; in conſequence 5 | 
2 whereof, an annuity of Fifty Pounds has fince been paid | 
1 towards the ſupport of this inſtitution. . : 
by ſtem. Whereas by a law of the Commonwealth of Vir- | 
Fe ginia, enacted in the year 1785, the legiſlature thereof was 3 
0 pleaſed (as an evidence of its approbation of the ſervices I =' 
= Had rendered the public, during the Revolution, and partly, a | 
Ü believe, in conſideration of my having fuggeſted the vaſt 
15 advantages which the community would derive from the 
= extenſion of its inland navigation under legiſlative patronage} 
5 to preſent me with One Hundred Shares, of One Hundred 
| 1 Dollars each, in the incorporated Company, eſtabliſned for 


the purpoſe of extending the navigation of James River, from 

tide water to the mountains ;—and alſo with Fifty Shares 

of One Hundred Pounds ſterling each, in the corporation of ; 
another Company likewiſe eſtabliſhed for the ſimilar purpoſe 
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of opening 'the navigation of the river Potomack, from tide 


water to Fort Cumberland; the acceptance of which, al- 
though the offer was highly honorable and grateful to my 
feelings, was refuſed, as inconfiſtent with a principle which 
I had adopted, and had never departed from—Namely— 
not to receive pecuniary compenfation for any ſervices I 
could render my country in its arduous ſtruggle with Great 


Britain for its rights; and becaufe I had evaded fimilar prop- 
oſitions from other States in the Union. Adding to this 


refufal, however, an intimation that, if it ſhould be the plea- 
fure of the legiſlature to permit me to appropriate the ſaid 
Shares to public uſes, I would receive them on thoſe terms 
with due fenfibility ; and this it having conſented to, in 
flattering terms, as will appear by a ſubſequent law and ſun- 
dry reſolutions, in the moſt ample and honorable manner) 
I proceed after this recital, for the more correct underſtand- 
ing of the cafe, to declare—That as it has always been a 


ſource of ferious regret with me, to ſee the Youth of theſe 
United States ſent to foreign countries for the purpoſe of 


Education, often before their minds were formed, or they 
had imbibed any adequate ideas of the happinefs of their 


on; contracting too frequently, not only habits of diſſipa- 


tion and extravagance, but principles unfriendly to Repub» 
lican Government, and to the true and genuine liberties of 


mankind 3 which, thereafter are rarely overcome. For 


theſe reaſons, it has been my ardent wiſh, to fee a plan de- 
viſed on a liberal fcale, which would have a tendency to 
ſpread ſyſtematic ideas through all parts of this rifing Em- 
pire, thereby to do away local attachments and State preju- 
dices, as far as the nature of things would, or indeed ought to 
admit, from our National Councils. —Looking anxiouſly 


torward to the accompliſhment of ſo deſirable an object as 


this is, (in my eſtimation) my mind has not been able to 
contemplate any plan more likely to effect the meaſure, than 


the eſtabliſhmen: of a UNIVERSITY in a central part of 


the United States, to which the Youths of fortune and tal- 
ents, from all parts thereof, might be {ent for the completion 
of their Education in all tae branches of polite literature; 


in arts and ſciences, in acquiring knowledge in the princi- 
ples of politics and good government, and (as a matter of 


infinite importance in my judgment) by aſſociating with each 
other, and forming friendihips in juvenile years, be enabled 
to free themſelves, in a proper degree, from thoſe local prej- 
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udices and habitual jealouſies, which have juſt been men- 
tioned ; and which, when carried to exceſs, are never-fail- 
ing ſources of diſquietude to the public mind, and pregnant 
of miſchievous conſequences to this country ; under theſe 
impreſſions, ſo fully dilated, _ 5 \ . 
Item. I give and bequeath in perpetuity the Fifty Shares 
which I hold in the Potomack Company (under the afore- 
ſaid acts of the legiſlature of Virginia) towards the endow- 
| ment of a UNIVERSITY, to be eſtabliſhed within the 
mmits of the Diſtrict of Columbia, under the auſpices of the 
General Government, if that government ſhould incline to 
extend a foſtering hand towards it; and until ſuch Seminary 
is eſtabliſhed, and the funds ariſing on theſe ſhares ſhall be 
required for its ſupport, my further WII L and DESIRE is, 
that the profit accruing therefrom ſhall, whenever the divi- 
dends are made, be laid out in purchaſing Stock in the Bank 
of Columbia, or ſome other Bank, at the diſcretion of my 
| Executors, or by the Treaſurer of the United States for the 
1 time being, under the direction of Congreſs provided that 
1 honorable body ſhould patronize the meaſure; and the dir- 
| © 1idends a from the purchaſe of ſuch Stock, is to be 
veſted in more Stock, and ſo on, until a ſum, adequate to 
the accompliſhment of the object, is obtained; of which I 
hhave not the ſmalleſt doubt, before many years paſs away, .- 
* even if no aid or encouragement is given by legiſlative au- 
7 thority, or from any other ſource, _ 5 
Item. The Hundred Shares which I hold in the James 
River Company, I have given, and now confirm in perpe- 
tuity, to and for the uſe and benefit of Liberty Hall Acad- 
emy, in the county of Rockbridge, in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia. LE | 
lttem. I releaſe, exonerate and diſcharge the eſtate of 
my deceaſed Brother, Samuel Waſhington, from the payment 
of the money which is due to me for the land I ſold to Philip 
Pendleton (lying in the county of Berkley) who aſſigned the 
ſame to him, the ſaid Samuel, who, by agreement, was to 
| pay me therefor : And qwhereas, by ſome contract (the pur- 
port of which was never communicated to me) between 
; = the ſaid Samuel, and his ſon, Thornton Waſhington, the lat- 
2 ter became poſſeſſed of the aforeſaid land, without any con- 


veyance having paſſed from me, either to the ſaid Pendleton, 
the ſaid Samuel, or the ſaid Thornton, and without any con- 
ſideration having been made, by which neglect neither the 
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1 
legal nor equitable title has bows alienated ; it reſts there- 


fore with me to declare my intentions concerning the prem- 
iſes; and theſe are to give and bequeath the ſaid land to 


| whomfoever the ſaid Thornton Waſhington a ah is alſo dead) 


deviſed the fame, or to his heirs forever, if he died inteſtate, 
exonerating the eſtate of the ſaid Thornton, equally with 
that of the ſaid Samuel, from payment of the purchaſe mon- 


ey, which, with intereſt, agreeably to the original contract 


with the aid Pendleton, would amount to more than a Thou- 
fand Pounds: And whereas two other ſons of my faid de> 
ceaſed Brother Samuel, namely, - Grorge Steptoe Waſhington, 
and Lawrence Augu line Waſhington, were, by the deceaſe 
of thoſe' to whoſe care they were committed, brough 

under my protection, and in conſequence have ls 
advances on my part, for their education at College and - 
other ſchools, for their board, cloathing, and other in- 


eidental expenſes, to the amount of near Five Thouſand 


Dollars, over and above the ſums furniſhed by their eſtate, 
which ſum it may be inconvenient for them or their father's 
eſtate to refund—I do, for theſe reaſons, acquit them 
and the ſaid eſtate from the payment thereof my intention 
being, that all accounts between them and me, and their 


father's eſtate and me, ſhall ſtand balanced. 


Item. The balance due to me from the eſtate of Bar- 
ee Dandridge, deceaſed (my Wife's brother) and 
which amounted, on the firſt day of October, 1795, to four 
hundred and twenty-five pounds (as will appear by an ac- 
count rendered by his deceaſed fon, John Dandridge, who 


Was the acting executor of his father's will) I releaſe and 


acquit from the payment thereof—and the Negroes (then 
thirty-three in number) formerly belonging to the ſaid 


eltate, who were taken in execution, ſold and purchaſed 


in on my account, in the year (blan&) and ever ſince have 
remained in the poſſeſſion, and to the uſe of Mary, widow 
of the ſaid 2 Bandridge, with their increafe, it 


is my WILL and DESIRE fhall continue and be in her pof- 


ſeſſion, without paying hire, or making compenſation for 
the ſame, for the time paſt or to come, during her natural 
life; at the expiration of which, I direct that all of them, 
who are forty years old and upwards,. ſhall receive their 


freedom; all under that age and above fixteen, ſhall ſerye 


ſeven years, and no longer; and all under fixteen years, 
ſhall ſerve * are twenty- ſiye years of ape, and then 


19 

be free— And to avoid diſputes reſpecting the ages of any 
of theſe Negroes, they are to be taken into the court of the 
county in which they reſide, and the judgment thereof, in 
this relation, ſhall be final, and record thereof made, which 
may be adduced as evidence at any time thereafter, if diſ- 
putes ſhould ariſe concerning the ſame And I further di 
rect, that the heirs of the {aid Bartholomew Dandridge ſhall; 


equally, ſhare the benefits ariſing from the ſervices of the 


faid Negroes, according to the tenor of this deviſe, upon 
the deceaſe of their mother. EE 


 ftem. If Charles Carter, who intermarried with my 
Niece, Betty Lewis, is not fufficiently ſecured in the title to 


the lots he had of me, in the town of Frederickſburg, it 1s 


my WILL and-DESIRE that my Executors ſhall make ſuck 
conveyances of them as the law requires, to render it per- 


; fect. 15 | | 


Item. To my Nephew, William Auguſtine Waſbing- 


ton, and his heirs (if he ſhould conceive them to be ob- 


jets worth proſecuting) a Lot in the town of Man- 
cheſter (oppoſite to Richmond) No. 265, drawn on my ſole 
account, and allo the tenth of one or two hundred acre lots, 
and two or three half acre lots, in the city and vicinity of 
Richmond, drawn in partnerſhip with nine others, all in the 
Lottery of the deceaſed William Byrd, are given; as is allo 
a Lot which I purchaſed of Fohn Hood, conveyed by Wil. 
liam Willie and Samuel Gordon, Fruſtees of the ſaid John 
Hood, numbered 139, in the town of Edinburgh, in the 
county of Prince George, State of Virginia. 

Item. To my Nephew, Buſbrod Waſhington, I give and 
bequeath all the Papers in my poſſeſhon, which relate to my 
civil and military adminiſtration of the affairs of this coun- 
try—I leave to him allo, ſuch of my private Papers. as are 
worth preſerving ; and at the deceaſe of my Wife, and be- 
fore, if ſhe is not inclined to retain them, I give and be- 
queath my Library of Books and Pamphlets of every kind. 

{tem. Having ſold lands which I poſſeſſed in the State of 
Pennſylvania, and part of a tract held in equal right with 


George Clinton, late governor of New York, in the State of 


New Vork; my ſhare of land and intereſt, in the Great 
Diſmal Swamp, and a tract of land which I owned in the 


county of Glouceſter —withholding the legal titles thereto, 
until the conſideration money ſhould be paid—and having 
EA 75 * a | 
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moreover leaſed, and conditionally ſold (as will appear by 


the tenor of the ſaid leaſes) all my lands upon the Great 
Kenhawa, and a tract upon Difficult Kun, in the county of 


Loudoun, it is my .WiLL and DIRECTION, that wWhenſoever 


the contracts are fully and reſpectively complied with, ac- 


cording to the ſpirit, true intent and meaning thereof, om 


the part of the purchaſers, their heirs or aſſigns, that then, 
and in that caſe, conveyances are to be made, agreeable to 
the terms of the ſaid contracts, and the money arriſing there- 
from, when paid, to be veſted in Bank Stock z—the divi- 


| dends whereof, as of that alſo which is already veſted there- 


in, is to inure to my ſaid Wife during her life, but the Stock 


itſelf is to remain and be ſubject to the 3 diſtribution 


hereafter directed. 

Item. To the Ent of Buchan I recommit * the Box 
made of the Oak that ſheltered the great Sir William Mal- 
lace, after the Battle of Falkirk” —-preſented to.me by his 
Lordſhip, in terms too flattering for me to repeat, with a 
requeſt © to pals it, on the event of my deceaſe, to the man 


in my country, who ſhould appear to merit it beſt, upon the 


fame conditions that have induced him to fend it to me.“ 
Whether eaſy or not, to ſelect the Man who might comport 
with his. Lordſhip's opinion in this reſpect, is not for me to 


ſay; but conceiving that no diſpoſition of this valuable curi- 
oſity can be more eligible than the recommitment of it to 


his own cabinet, agreeably to the original deſign of the 
Goldſmiths' Company of Edinburgh, who preſented. it to 


him, and, at his requeſt, conſented that it ſhould be tranſ- 


ferred to mel do give and bequeath the ſame to his Lord- 
ſhip ; and, in caſe of his deceaſe, to his heir, with m y grate- 


ful thanks for the diſtinguiſhed honor of preſenting it to me, 


and more eſpecially for the favourable ſentiments with which 
he accompanied it. | 

Item. To my Brother, Charles I Waſhington, I give and bes 
queath the gold-headed Cane left me by Dr. Franklin, in his 


will. I add nothing to it, becauſe of the ample proviſion I 
have made for his iſſue. To the acquaintances and friends 
of my juvenile years, Lawrence Waſhington, and Rolert 


Waſeington, of Chotanck, I give my other two gold headed 
Canes, having my arms engraved on them ; and to each (as 
they will be uſeful where they live) I Lave one of the Spy- 
glaſſes, which conſtituted part of my equipage, during the 


late war. oh my Compat riot in arms and old and intimate 
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Friend, Dr. Crait, I give my Bureau (or, as the cabinet- 
makers call it, Tambour Secretary) and the circular Chair, 


an appendage of my Study. To Dr. David Stuart I give 
my large Shaving and Dreſſing Table, and my Tele- 
ſcope. To the Reverend, now Bryan Lord Fairfax, I 


give a Bible, in three large folio yolumes, with notes—pre- 


{ented to me by the Rt. Rev. Thomas Filfon, Biſhop of 


Sodor and Mann. To General De la Fayette I give a pair 
of finely wrought Steel Piſtols, taken from the enemy 
in the revolutionary war. To my Sifters-1n-Law, Han- 
nah Waſhing:on and Mildred Vofhington—to my friends 
Eleanor Stuart, Hannah Waſbin ou, of Fairheld, and Elixa- 
beth IWofhington of Hayfield, I give, each, a Mourning Ring, 
of the value of one hundred dollars. Theſe bequeſts are 
not made for the intrinſic value of them, but as mementos 
of my eſteem and regard. To Tolias Lear | give the uſe 


of the farm which he now holds, in virtue of a leafe from 
me to him and his deceaſed wife (for and during their nat- 


ural lives) free from rent during his life; at the expiration 
of which, it is to be diſpoſed of as is herein after directed. 
To Sally B. Haynie {a diſtant relation of mine) I give and 
bequeath three hundred Dollars. To Sarah Green, daugh- 


ter of the deceaſed Thomas Biſhop, and to Ann Ialker, 


daughter of John Alon, alſo deceaſed, I give each one hun- 
dred Dollars, in conſideration of the attachment of their 
fathers to me; each of whom having lived nearly forty years 


in my family. To each of my Nephews, William Auguſtine 


Jaſbington, George Lewis, George Stepioe I, aſhington, Buſh- 
rod Washington, and Samuel Masbington, I give one of the 
Swords or Cutteaux, of which I may die poſſeſſed: and 
they are to caoole in the order they are named. Theſe 
ſwords are accompanied with an injunction not to unſheath 
them for the purpoſe of ſhedding blood, except it be for 
ſelf-defence, cr in defence of their country and its rights; 
and in the latter cafe, to keep them unſheathed, and prefer 
faling with them in their hands to the relinquiſhment 
thereof. | bs | 5 

Ap now, having gone through theſe ſpecific Deviſes, 


with explanations tor the more correct underitandiag of the 


meaning and deſign of them, I proceed to the diitribution 
of the more important parts of my Eſtate, in manner follow- 
ing: | 


Firſt, Th my Nephew, Buſbrad Waſhington, and his 
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heirs, (partly in conſideration of an intimation to his de- 
ceaſed Father, while we were Bachelors, and he had kind- 
ly undertaken to ſuperintend my eſtate during my military 
ſervices, in the former war between Great Britain and 
France, that if I ſhould fall therein, Mount Vernon, (then leſs 
extenſive in domain .than at preſent) ſhould become his 
property, I give and bequeath all that part thereof, which 


is comprehended within the following limits, viz.— B- 
-GINNING at the ford of Dogue Run, near my Mill, and ex- 


tending along the road, and bounded thereby, as it now goes, 


and ever has gone fince my recolle&ion' of ir, to the ford of 


Little Hunting Creek, at the Gum Spring, until it comes to 
a knowl, oppoſite to an old road which formerly paſſed 
through the lower field of Muddy-Hole Farm; at which, 


on the north fide of the faid road, are three red or Spaniſh - 


oaks, marked as a corner, and a ſtone placed—thence by a 


line of trees, to be marked rectangular, to the back line or 


outer boundary of the tract between Thomfon Maſyn and 


myſelf—thence with that line eaſterly (now double ditching, 


with a poſt and rail fence thereon} to the ran of Little 
Hunting Creek—thence with that run, which is the boun- 
dary between the lands of the late Humphry Peake and me, 
to the tide water of the ſaid Creek —thence by that water 
to Potomack River—thence with the river to the mouth of 
Dogue Creek—and thence with the ſaid Dogue Creek to 


the 2 of beginning at the aforeſaid ford, containing up- 


wards of four thouſand acres, be the ſame more or leſs, to- 
gether with the Manſion Houſe, and all other buildings and 
improvements thereon. SEconn—lIn conſideration of the 
conſanguinity between them and my Wife, being as nearly 
related to her as to myſelf; as, on account of the affection 
I had for, and the obligation I was under to, their father 
when living, who from his youth had attached himſelf to 
my perſon, and followed my fortunes through the viciſh- 
tudes of the late Revolution, afterwards devoting his time to 
the ſuperintendence of my private concerns for many years, 
whilſt my public employments rendered it impracticable for 


me to do it myſelf, thereby affording me effential ſervices, 


and always performing them in a manner the moſt filial and 
reſpectful: for theſe reaſons, I ſay, I give and bequeath to 
George Fayette Waſhington, and Lawrence Auguſtine Waſh- 


ington, and their heirs, my eſtate eaſt of Little Hunting 


1 * I 


Creek, lying on the river Potomack, including the farm of 
three hundred and fixty acres, leaſed to Tobias Lear, as no- 
ticed before, and containing in the whole, by deed, two thou- 
ſand and twenty-ſeven acres, be it more or leſs; which ſaid 
eſtate, it is my will and deſire ſhould be equitably and advan- 


tageouſly divided between them, according to quantity, qual 
ity, and other circumſtances, when the youngeſt ſhall have ar- 


rived at the age of twenty-one years, by three judicious and 
diſintereſted men; one to be choſen by each of the brothers, 


and the third by theſe two. In the mean time, if the ter- 


mination of my Wife's intereſt therein ſhould have ceaſed, 

the profits. ariſing therefrom are to be applied for their joint 
-uſes and benefit. THIID— And whereas it has always been 
my intention, ſince my expectation of having iſſue has ceaſ- 
ed, to conſider the grand children of my Wife in the ſame 
light as I do my own relations, and to act a friendly part 
by them, more eſpecially by the two whom we have raiſed 


from their earlieſt infancy; namely, Eleanor Park Cuſtis, and 
' George Waſhington Park Cutis, and whereas the former of 


: theſe hath lately-intermarried with Lawrence Lewis, a ſon 
of my deceaſed ſiſter, Betty Lewis, by which union the in- 
- ducement to provide for them both has been increaſed 
Wherefore, I give and bequeath to the ſaid: Lawrence Lewy, 


and Eleanor Park Lewis his wife, and their heirs, the reſidue 


of my Mount Vernon eſtate, not already deviſed to my 


Nephew, Buſbrod Waſhington, comprehended within the 
following deſcription, viz. all the land north of the road 
leading from the ford of Dogue Run to the Gum Spring, 


as deſcribed in the deviſe of the other part of the tract, to 
Buſbrod Waſhington, until it comes to the ſtone and three 


Ted or. Spaniſh oaks on the knowl, thence with the rectangu- 
lar line to the back line (between Mr. Maſon and me) 
thence with that line weſterly along the new double ditch 
to Dogue Run, by the. tumbling dam of my Mill, thence 
with the ſaid run to the ford aforementioned: To which I 
add, all the land I poſſeſs weſt of the ſaid Dogue Run and 
Dogue Creek, bounded eaſterly and ſoutherly. thereby; to- 
gether with the mill, diſtillery, and all other houſes and im- 
provements on the premiſes, making together about two 
thouſand acres, be it more or leſs. FouxrH-Actuated by 


the principle already mentioned, I give and bequeath to 


George Maſbington = * the | grandſon of my Wife, 
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and my ward, and to his heirs, the tract I hold on Four 
Mile Run, in the vicinity of Alexandria, containing one 


thouſand two Jundred acres, more or leſs, and my entire 
ſquare, No. 21, in the city of Waſhington. Firryu——All 
the reſt and reſidue of my eſtate, real and perſonal, not diſ- 

aforeſaid, in whatſoever conſiſting, 
whereſoever lying, and whenfoever found, a ſchedule of 
which, as far as is recollected, with a reaſonable eſtimate of 
its value, is hereunto annexed, I deſire may be ſold by = 


Executors, at ſuch times, in ſuch manner, and on ſuch cred- 
its, (if an equal, valid and ſatisfactory diſtribution of the 


ſpecific property cannot be made without) as in their judg- 
ment ſhall be moſt conducive to the intereſt of the parties 
concerned; and the monies ariſing therefrom to be divided 
into twenty-three equal parts, and applied as follow, viz. 


To William Auguſtine Waſhington, Elizabeth Spotſwood, Fane 


Thornton, and the heirs of Ann Aſhton, ſons and daughters 
of my deceaſed Brother, Auguſtine Waſhington, I give and be- 
queath four parts; that is, one part to each of them. To 
Fielding Lewis, George Lewis, Robert Leqwis, Hpawell Lenvis, 
and Betty Carter, ſons and daughters of my deceaſed lifter, 
Betty Lexis, I give and bequeath, five other parts; one to 


each of them. To George Steptoe Waſhington, Lawrence 
Auguſtine Waſhington, Harriott Parks, and the heirs of 


Thornton Waſhington, ſons and daughters of my deceaſed 
brother, Samuel Waſhington, I give and bequeath other four 
parts; one to each of them. To Corbin Waſhington, and 
the heirs of Fane Waſhington, ſon and daughter of my de- 
ceaſed Brother, John Auguſtine Waſhington, I give and be- 


Jueath two parts; one part to each of them. To Samuel 


Waſhington, Frances Ball, and Mildred Hammond, ſon and 
daughters of my Brother, Charles Waſhington, I give and 
bequeath three parts; one part to each of them: and to 
George Fayette Waſhington,” Charles Auguſtine Waſhington, 
and Maria Waſhington, ſons and daughters of my deceaſed 
Nephew, George Auguſtine Waſhington, I give one other part; 
that is, to each a third of that part. To Elizabeth Park 


Lao, Martha Park Peters, and Eleanor Park Lewis, I give 


and bequeath three other parts, that is, a part to each of them. 
And to my Nephew, Buſbrod Waſhington and Lawrence Lew- 
#5, and to my ward, the grandion of my Wife, I give and be- 
queath. one other part, that is, a third thereof to each of 


an. 
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them! And if it ſhould ſo happen, that any of tlie perſons 


whoſe names are here enumerated (unknown to me) ſhould 


now be dead, or ſhould die before me, that in either of theſe 
caſes; the heirs of ſuch' deceaſed perſon ſhall, notwithſtand- 
ing, derive all the benefits of the bequeſt in the ſame man- 
ner, as if he or ſhe was actually living at the time. And 
by way of advice, I recommend it to my Executors not to 


be precipitats of diſpoſing of the landed properly (herein 


directed to be ſold) if from temporary cauſes, the ſale there- 
of ſhould be dull; experience having fully evineed, that the 
price of land, (eſpecially above the falls of the river, and on 
the weſtern waters) have been progreſſively riſing, and can- 
not be long checked in its increaſing value. And I par- 
_ ticularly recommend it to ſuch of the Legatees (under this 


clauſe of my will) as can make it convenient, to take each 


a ſhare of my ſtock in the Potomack Company, in preference 
to the amount of what it might ſell for; being thoroughly 
convinced myſelf, that no uſes to which the money can Be 
applied, will be ſo productive as the tolls ariſing from this 


navigation when in full operation, (and thus, from the na- 
ture of things, it muſt be, ere long) and more eſpecially if 


that of the Shenandoah is added thereto. 
The family vault at Mount Vernon requiring repairs, and 


being improperly ſituated beſides, I defire, that a new one 
of brick, and upon a larger ſcale, may be built at the foot of 
what is commonly called the Vineyard Incloſure, on the 


ground which is marked out: in which my remains, with 
thoſe of my deceaſed relations, (now in the old vault) and 
ſuch others of my family as may chooſe to be entombed 


there, may be depoſited. And it is my expreſs deſire, that 
my corpſe may be interred in a private manner, without pa- 


rade or funeral oration. 


Laſily, J conſtitute and appoint my dearly beloved Wiſe, 


Martha Waſhington, my Nephew, William Auguſtine Waſh- 
ington, Buſbrod Waſhington, George Steptoe Waſhington, Sam- 
uel Waſhington, and Lawrence Lewis, and my ward, George 
Waſhington Park Cuſtis, (when he ſhall have arrived at the 
age of twenty one years) Executrix and Executors of this 
Will and Teſtament : in the conſtruction of which it will be 
readily perceived that no profeſſional character has been 
conſulted, or has had any agency in the draught ; and that 


although it has occupied many of my leiſure hours to digeſt, - 


and to throw it into its preſent form, it may, notwithſtand#- 
ing, appear crude. and incorrect; but, having endeavoured to 
be plain and explicit in all the deviſes, even at the expenſe 
of prolixity, perhaps of tautology, I hope and truſt that no 
_ diſputes will ariſe concerning them. But if, contrary to ex- 
pectation, the caſe ſhould be otherwife, from the want of 
legal expreſſions, or the uſual. technical terms, or becauſe- 
too much or too little has been ſaid on any of the deviſes 
0 be conſonant with law, my will and direction expreſsly 
363 that all diſputes, (if unhappily any ſhould ariſe) ſhall be 
decided by three impartial and intelligent men, known for 
their probity and good underſtanding; two to be choſen. 


by the diſputants, each having the choice of one, and the 


third by thoſe two— which three men, thus choſen, ſhall, . 
unfettered by law, or legal conſtructions, declare their ſenſe. 
of the Teſtator's intention; and ſuch decifion is, to. all in- 
tents and purpoſes, to be as binding on. the parties as if it 

dad been given in the Supreme Court of the. United States. 


In witneſs of all and of each of the thinge Jancia contained, . 
[ have ſet my hand and ſeal, this ninth day of July, in 
the year One Thouſand Seven- Hundred and Ninety,*- 


and , - the Independence ile United States, the ten- 
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4 SCHEDULE of PROPERTY teal in the 
foregoing WILL, which is directed to be fold 5 and ſome of 
it conditionally is fold: with d:ſeriptive and E 
Notes relative thereto. | | 


Ix Vac IA. eg 

Acres. Prices, Dollars. 

| Loudoun Ce Difficult Run, - 300 Dolls. 6, 666 

Loudoun & Fauquier, Aſhby's Bent, 248 1 16 78584 2 
Chattin's Run, 888 8 7,080 


Dek South Fork of Bullſkin, 1600: 

| Head of Exans's M. _ 453 
9 Wormley's line, 183 

95 7 2236 20 44;720c 

ede en, Sought Hom: SEES! 571 20+ F, 420d 
Hampſhire, on Potomack R. above B. 240 15 3,60 
| Glouceſter, on North River, 4⁰⁰ about 3,600 7 5 
"Nanſemond, near Suffolk, one Þ a 373 8. * 8 


third of 1119 acres, +\ 

__— , ent 20 0h 
Ohio River, round bottom, „ 587 n 
ä Little Kenhawa, 2314. 


16 miles lower down, 2448 
| Oppoſite 1 —_ 4395 


—— — 


9744 3 10 975440 ry 


ki 


Great 1 


Near the mouth, weft, 10990 | 
Eaſt {ide above, 727 
Mouth of Cole River, 2000 


N 


Oppoſite thereto, 2950, 
Burning n. A 255 bo. 


5 MaxvLanp. ES, 5 
Charles County, £63, 600 6 3,600] 
Montgomery n 838i „„ - Glam 

PENNSYLVANIA. „ . 


Great Meadows, 234 6 7404 1 
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Two near the Capitol- Square, 634, 1 


A lot in the town, of half an acre, and) 


4. __ 


: 1 1 
93 & 


5 New York.” 1 Prices, Dollars, 
6 6,000 _—_—- \ 


Mohawk River, about 1000 
Nox rn Waser Trakiroxv. 

On Little Miami, 839 
Ditto, . > 
— * | 1235 

3057 

3 KenTvcxy. | 

Rough Creek, 3000 

| ine, | adjoinlog, | 2000 


; 64 


LOTS, VIZ. 
City or WASHINGTON. 


colt 963 dolls. and with buildings, 
No. 5, 12, 13, and 14, the laſt three, wa- 
ter lots, on the Eaſtern Branch, in 
- ſquare 667, containing together 34438 | 
* feet, at 12 cents, 


ALEXANDRIA. | 21 
Corner of Pitt and Prince ſtreets, balf a an 
acre laid out into buildings, 3 or 4 of ( 
which are let on ground rent at 3 
dollars per foot, - 


WINCHESTER: 


another on the commons, of about 6 5 
acres, ſuppoſed, 


BATH os Warm Slate. 9— = - 
Two well fituated and handſome build-J 
_ ings, to the amount of £150, 4 


\ STOCK. LI 

United States 6 per cents. 3746 
Diito, deferred, 18737 

Ditto, 3 per cents. 29465 25c0 


bds. 


5 


t 9 


Dollars, 
. 
2 

* 3 170 Shares, 40 Sans 6,800 
ee ö 20 in gy! ? 1,000 


STOCK LIVING, viz. 
One covering horſe, 5 carriage horſes, 4. 
riding horſes, 6 brood mares, 20 working 

horſes and mares, 2 covering jacks, and 3 
young ones, IO ſne aſſes, 42 working mules, 

I5 younger ones, 329 head of horned cat- 
tle, 640 head of ſheep, and a large ſtock 
of hogs, the preciſe number unknown. 

. My manager has eftimated this live 

ſtock at Z 7 but T ſhall ſet it down, | _ 

in order to make round ſum, at 5 15,653 


Aggregate A Dolls. 5 30, 0 


P : 2 a * S — - * Nr * * — > ae ad 


NOTES. 


a THIS tract, for the ſize of it, is valuable, more fs 
its ſituation, than the quality of its ſoil ; though that is 
good for farming, with a conſiderable proportion of ground 
that might very eaſily be improved into meadow, It lies 
on the great road from the city of Waſhington, Alexandria 


and Georgetown, to Leeſburgh and Wincheſter. At Dif- 
ficult Bridge, nineteen miles from Alexandria, leſs from 


the city of Georgetown, and not more than three from Ma- 


tildaville, at the Great Falls of Potomack, there is a valuable 
ſeat on the premiſes, and the whole is 8 ſold, 
for the ſum annexed in the ſchedule. 


6 What the ſelling prices of lands, in the vieinity of theſe 
two tracts, are, I know not; but, compared with thoſe 
above the ridge, and others below them, the value annexed 
will appear ee a leſs one would not obtain them 
from . 
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e The ſurrounding land, RE RODE in ſoil, ſituation, or 
propertics of any ſort, ſell currently at from twenty to thir- 
ty dollars an acre. The loweſt price is affixed to theſe, 


d 'The obſervations, made in the laſt note, apply equally | 
to this trad ; being in the vicinity of them, and of n 1 


quality, although it lies in another eounty. 


e This tract, though ſmall, is extremely valuable. Tt 
Ties on Potomack River, about 12 miles above the town of 
Bath (or Warm Springs) and is in the ſhape of a horſe- 
ſhoe ; the river running almoſt around it. Two hundred 1 
acres of it is rich Jow grounds, with a great abundance of 
the largeſt and ſineſt walnut trees; which, with the produce 
of the ſoil, might, (by means of the improved navigation of 
-the Potomack ) be brought to a ſhipping port, with more 
eaſe, and at a ſmaller expenſe, than that whe is tranſ- 
| ported 30 miles only, by land. 


F This tract is of ſecond rate Glouceſter 1 ground 
it has no improvements thereon, but lies on navigable wa- | 
ter, abounding in fiſh and oyſters. It was received in pay- 
ment of a debt, (carrying intereſt) and valued in the year 
1789, by an impartial gentleman, to £800. N. B. It has 
lately been ſold, and * ay is due thereon a balance, equal 
to what is annexed in the fchedule. 

g g Theſe 373 acres are the third part of undivided a 
made by the deceaſed Fielding a Thomas Walker, 
and myſelf; on full conviction that they would become 
valuable. The land lies on the road from Suffolk to Nor- 

folk, touches, (if T am not miſtaken) ſome part of the navi- a 
gable water of Nanſemond River; the Rich Diſmal 
Swamp is capable of great improvement ; ; ene Aer 
ation muſt become extremely valuable. | 


5 "This is an undivided” Intereft, which A beta © in fe 
Great Diſmal Swamp Company, containing about 4000 
| acres, with my part of the Plantation, and ock 2 8 a 
Nt belonging to the Company 1 in the ſaid Swamp. 


1 Theſe ſeveral tracts of land, are of the firſt quality, on 
the Ohio River, in the parts where they are ſituated; being 
almoſt, if not altogether, xiver bottoms. The fmalleſt of : 
theſe tracts is actually ſold at ten dollars an acre, but tile 
conſideration therefor not received. The reſt are equally val. 
_ and {old as high ; FOO) that _ lies Juſt below 
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nature as to 
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che Little Kenhawa, and is oppoſite to · a thiek ſettlement 

on the welt {ide of the River. The four tracts have an ag- 

. breadth upory the river of 1 wy and is 
unded thereby that diſtance. 


E Theſe tracts are ſituated on'the gene | Kenhawa'River, | 
and the firſt four are bounded thereby for more than forty 


miles. It is acknowledged by all who have ſeen them, 
{and of the tract containing 10,990 acres, which I have 
been on myſelf, Lean aſſert) that there is no richer or more 
valnabie land in all that region; they are conditionally fold 
for the ſum mentioned in the ſchedule, that is, 200, 00 


dollars; and if the terms of that ſale are not complied - 


with, they will command confiderably mote. The tract, 


bf with the 125 acres is a'moiety; was taken up by Gen- 


eral Andrew Lewis and myfelf, for, and on acebunt ef a 
bituminouts ſpring g which it contains, of fo inflammable a 

urn as freely as ſpirits, and is as nearly . 
eult to extinguiſh. 


7 T anrbut hitle 3 with ade land, althoi 


have once been on it. It was received, (many years Me) 


in diſcharge of a debt to me from Daniel Janifer Adams, at 
the value annexed thereto, and muſt be worth more. It is 


very level; lies near the river Potomack. 


n This tract lies about 30. miles above the city of Waſh- 
ington, not far from Kittoctan. Tv is good — land, 


5 and by thoſe who are well aequainted ln it, Lam inform 


ed that it would ſel at twelve or fiſteen dollars per acre. 
4 This land i is valuable on account of its local EN 


and other properties. It- affords an exceeding Put ſtand 
1 


on Braddock's road, from Fort Cumberland to Pittſburgh, 


and beſides a fertile ſoit poſſeſſes a large quantify of natural. 


meadow, fit for the ſeythe. It is diſtinguiſhed by the 
pellation of the Great Meadows, where the firft action * 
the French in 1754 Was feughhlt. 5 


„ This is the moiety of about 2600 acres, which remains 


{old of 6071 acres, on the Mohawk river, (Montgomery 


"Evunty) in a patent granted to Daniel Come, in the townihip- 
el Coxeborough and ö a wil pre by deed from. 


— Wilkt and wife, to 3 Clntin; late Govern 
or of New York) and myſelf. The latter ſales have been 


it fix dollars an acre, an what remains . * waged 
that or more. 


ET. t The quality of theſ lands and their unten may be - 
8 known by the di a certificates; which are filed along 


with the patents. ey lie in the vicinity of Cincinnati 3 
one tra near the mouth of the Little Miami; hotrer | 3 
ſeven, and the third ten miles up the ſame. I have been | 
informed that they will command merits they are : . | * 
| ed „ 15 
4 For the deſcription of theſe x tracts in \ detail, 92 General 
$potſwood's letters, filed with the other papers relating to. 
them. Beſides the general good quality of the land, there 1 
\ is a valuable bank of Iron Ore thereon, which when the ſet- 1 
54 .ttement becomes more populous, (and ſettlers are moving | 
duhat way very faſt) will be found very valuable; as the = 
Rough Creek, a branch of Green 1 affords awple wa- | 
der for furtaces 3 | . = is 


Tors, 12. | 5 = 


errr or Wazumoron. . ; 

r Thetwo lots near the Capital in ſquare 634, co. m me- 
963 dollars only. But in this price I was favored, on 

7 - __  . condition; that 1 ſhould build. two brick houſes, three ſtories: 

; : high each; without this reduction, the ſelling prices of thoſe 

ö lots would have coſt me about 1350 dollars. . Theſe lots,. | 
1 with the buildings thereon, when * will 4 me 

io 1 5,000 dollars at leaſt. 8 


« Lots No. 5,.12, 13, and 14, on the Eaſtern. branch, = | 
advantageouſly ſituated on the water, and although ma- 
ny lots, much leſs convenient, have fold a great deal higher, 
I will rate theſe at 12 cents the ſquare foot * 


— 5 


—— . 


0 . AxxxAADRIA. | | 
i . For this lot, though unimproved, I have refuſed 3500: | 
dollars. It has fince been laid out into proper ſized lots ⁵⁵ 

| 


i lor building on; three or four of which are let on ground 
EF. rent for ever, at three dollars a foot on the ſtreet, and this: 
3 


price is aſked for both fronts on Pitt and Princeſs ſtreet. 
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u As neither the lot in the town or common have any 
improvements on them, it is not eafy to fix a price; but as 
both are well ſituated, it is preſumed that the price annex- 
ed to them in the ſchedule, is a reaſonable valuation.. 


| 7 * „ WE 
v The lots in Bath, (two adjoihing )colt me, to the beſt of 
my recollection, between fifty and fixty pounds, 20 years 
ix ago 3. and the buildings thereon, 1 gol. more. Whether 
property there has increaſed or decreaſed in its value, and 
in what condition the houſes are, I am ignorant; but ſup- 
poſe they are not valued too hig. | 


| +. w Theſe are the ſums which are actually funded 3; and 

8 though no more in the aggregate than 7566 dollars, ſtand 
| me in at leaſt ten thouſand pounds, Virginia money, being: 
/ - _ the amount of bonded and other debts, due to me, and-dif-- 
Fn charged during the war, when money had depreciated in 
5 that rate, ¶ and was fo ſettled by public authority. 


x. The value annexed to theſe ſhares is what they have 
actually coſt me, and is the price affixed by law; and al- 
though the preſent ſelling price is under par, my advice to- 
the Legatees, (for whoſe benefit they are intended, eſ- 
pecially thoſe who can afford to lie out of the money) is, 
. that each. ſhould take and hold one; there being a morak 
| ' certainty of a great and increaſing profit, ariſing, from them 
| in the courſe. of a few years. | e 


— 5 


—— . 


y lt is ſuppoſed that the ſhares in the James River Con 
pany mult be productive. But oi this. I can give no decid- 


ed opinion, for want of, more accurate information. | 

? 2 Theſe are the nominal. prices of the Shares in the: 
L Banks of Alexandria and Columbia; the ſelling prices va- 
Fo ry according to circumſtances ; but as the ſtock uſually di- 
Ho vide from eight to ten per cent. per annum, they muſt be 
| worth the former, at leaſt, ſo long as the Banks are con- 
| ceived to be ſecure, although from circumſtances, they may 


Sometimes be below it. 


ws = 


The vaſe of the live ſtock d nds more upon the quali- 
ty than quantity of the different ſpecies of it, and this again 
e pn the demand and Iidgrent,. or fancy of FOO 


3 . eee. 


Moyer: Viano, 9˙5 vb. 1799+ 
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e Deux AER, Clert of Bk fin County Ovurt;. 
do hereby tertify, that the foregoing copy-of the laft r 
and Teflament f GEORGE: WASHINGTON, A 


zeafed, late Preſident of the United States of America, 
weib the Sebedal⸗ annexed, is a true 2 Nw n 
maoruei i n n Mee. 5 


5 * Te . erg 1 3 my hand, tis 23d 

"I Cc 2. 1800. 

GEORGE DENEALE, . 
Auer of * 8 


—_— 
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